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Caution urged over contractual variation in BOP

Members in Katikati and Murupara have drawn to the attention of the
NZRGPN a change in the contractual arrangements az=zociated with the
rural premium funding that the BOP DHE have included in their latest
round of contractual changes with PHO=.

Thiz change effectively links the payment of rural premium funding and
after hours funding to the achievement of certain health targetzs, and
impozes a “clawback™ should the targetz not be reached.

There iz apparently =ome pressure being put upon practices to =ign
provider agreements that include these changes by July 1=t

The Metwork iz in the process of exploring this unilateral and apparenthy
unique change by the BOP DHB with the MOH, and whilzt we are
awraiting their rezponze we would =uggest that providers do not =ign
up to theze clauzes in any contract that they are prezented with.

In the meantime our view iz that if a DHB belisves there are
accountability and performance izzues within itz region we believe the
bezt approach iz for the DHB, PHO and providers to sit down in a
clinical governance capacity to talk through the izgues and come up
with ways for 2olving. i iz not appropriate for one group to have a
contract variation imposed which may result in financial loss,
particularty when the funding streams in question are ring fenced for
the purpozes of rural primary health care workforce recrutment and
retention and rural after hours service provision.

We would encourage vou to rezpond to yvour PHO and DHEB along these
linez. We will keep you informed as 2oon as we have any further
information about thiz izzue.

New GPLF chair

Wellzford GP Dr Tim Malloy hazs been appointed chairperzon of the
zeneral Practice Leaders Forum (GPLF).

The GPLF iz an informal body of chairs, deputy chairz and CEQs from
five national groups: the New Zealand Rural General Practice Network,
the New Zealand Medical Az=zociation, General Practice New Zealand,
the Royal New Zealand College of GP= and the New Zealand Nurses
Organization.

Or Malloy replaces Dr Mark Peterzon az GPLF chair.

First aid kits for buzes mooted

The Southland coroner wants the tour bus industry to consider carrying
firzt aid kitz and radioz on buzes when traveling in remote locations
following the death of an Australian tourizt near Milford Sound.
(Southland Times)

Coroner David Crerar has released hig findings regarding the death of
MNew South Wales bus tourizt Margaret Mary Fleming at The Divide near
Milford Sound on March 1%, 2008, zaying zhe died of chronic asthma
complicated by aspiration of stomach contents.

Read more.

GPs - trustworthy but not as much as specialists

GP=z are in the top 10 lizt of most trusted profezzionalz, but only just.
Paramedics, nurzes, specializtzs and pharmaciztz all rate higher,
according to the latest Reader's Digest trust poll. (NZ Doctor)

In pazt years medical specialistz and GP= have been bundled together
as "doctorz™ and generalty rank around fifth most trusted out of a list of
39 profezzions.

Read more.

Epilepsy in general practice

Epilepzy New Zealand and Epilepsy Australia want to know about
epilepsy in general practice. Complete the one minute =urvey and go
into the draw to win one of three 2™ Littmann® Electronic
Stethozcopes Model 3200.

Click here to start the survey

The =urvey will run until Juky 22, 2011.

Cutstanding research recognised by Value of Medicines
Award

Profes=or lan Reid of The University of Auckland has received the
inaugural Medicinez New Zealand Value of Medicines Award. (Scoop)

*Professor Reid’s work over the past 25 years has contributed
zubztantially to the understanding, effectivenezs and zafety of the uze
of medicings in osteoporosiz and Paget's dizeaze,” Medicines New
Zealand General Manager Kevin Sheehy gays.

Read more.

GPs push for alcohol reform

Melzon GPz are joining a push by a national group of doctors to lobby
Prime Minizter John Key and other Mational MPz to ensure the Alcohaol
Reform Bill iz tightened, following delayve in puzhing the bill through
Parliament. (Melzon Mail)

The Alcohol Reform Bill gives communitiez more power to veto new
liquor licences, reduces opening hourg, limitz the alcohol content of
ready-to-drink beverages (RTD=} and proposes 2plitting the alcohol
buying age to 18 for barz and 20 for off-licences.

Read more.

Health board =et for insurance bill hike

Inzurance premiumz for the South Canterbury Diztrict Health Board
could almost quadruple. (Timaru Herald )

Premiumz for ingurance cover for the year to June 30 were 354 513.
Early indicationzs are the premiums could increaze to 250,000 for the

Coming year.

Read more.

NZ Medicines formulary/MIM S update

In Juby 2010 UBM Medica NZ Ltd (publizhers of MIMS) advized general
practice prescribers and Practice Managers that pharmaceutical
companies would no longer be advertizing within MIMS and MIMS would
move to a subscription buzinezs model az of August 1, 2010,

GPNZ negotiated a gpecial price for an 11-month gubscription for
member networks bazed on enrolled patients in anticipation of the
development of the NZ Medicines Formulary (NZMF} which will be made
available to all pregcribers and be publicaly funded.

The GPHNZ negotiated price was alzo offered to Network members.

Read more.

New guidelines for medicines management in aged care
A new =zet of guidelines to help residential aged care providers manage
medicines az =zafely az possible, haz been launched by National MP Jo

Goodhew in Timaru.

Mrz Goodhew iz a former nurze, and launched the Miniztry of Health
guidelines at a meeting of GreyPower recenthy.

Read more.

For NZRGPH conference
2011 photos click here

Not a member? Join the
Network!

The Network iz the onhy
nationwide memberzhip-bazed
organization in New Zealand
representing the interests of
rural general practice.

Vigit our website for
additional information and an
onling application form or
contact Rob Olzen on

04 495 5337,

Network on Twitter

ou can follow the Metwork
and azzociated rural heakh
gector news, views and
events on Twitter or =ign up
and give us your news and
views - jugt click on the Twitter
icon below or vizit our website
WWAWW.Igpn.org.nz

bwitker
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Employment agreements -
a must for everyone

From Juby 1, 2011 all employers
muzt keep a copy of their
employees =igned employment
agreements or current terms
and conditions of employment
or they may face a penalty
action for a breach of the law.
Thiz applies to employers who
may hawve hired employees on
a verbal agreement or who do
not have current up to date
agreements in place.

Read more.

Million dollar health centre
opens doors

The newr Amuri Community
Health Centre haz officially
opened itz doors to patients.
(SCoop)

it ha=z taken 10 months to
construct the 435 m2 facility,
including a locum cottage, at a
co=t of around one millicn
dollars — one of the largest
investments of public money in
the area in a number of years.

Read more.

Submissions on Buller IFHC
focus on staff not buildings

Having accezs to a stable
workforce of doctors and
nurzes in Westport 2eems to
be more of a priority for locals
than development of an
integrated family healh centre.
(MNZ Doctor)

Thiz was a commaon theme
among the 42 submizzions to
the VWe=st Coast DHB's propo=sal
for an IFHC in Buller (Hew
Zealand Doctor, June 1).

Read more.

Pukekohe nurses front
child abuse screening

Pukekohe nurzses alarmed by
child abuse and neglect have
been acknowledged for putting
the izzue firmby in the lap of
their primary care colleagues.
(MNZ Doctor)

“We dont want theze children
turning up in 2econdary care,”
zays practice nurze Erin
Mead=.

Read more.

Conferences

GPMEZRNZCGP joint
conference, Langham Hotel,
Auckland, September 1-4,
2011. Click here for more
information

Publications of interest

Health Improvement and
Innowvation Resource Centre
click here.

Divizion of Rural Hospital
medicine newsletter click
here.

Your views please...

Remember, your feedback on
izzues or information in this
newsletter iz welcome.
Feedback to:

rob@rgpn.org.nz
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