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Welcome to the Hew fealand Rural General Practice Network
e-zine for 25 January 2011.

In this izssue « New rural ranking is put to the test = Network
Conference 2011 - last chance for Early Bird registrations »
Peter Snow Memorial Award 2011 and much more...

New rural ranking is put to the test

A draft revized Rural Ranking Scale (RRS) now being trialled iz =&t to
be refined this year. (NZ Doctor)

Following "robust” feedback from practices trialling the new draft model
R55, further revisionz will be made in a new verzion this year, 2ays
Miniztry of Health national programme manager primary healthcare,
Danny Wu.

Rural General Practice Network chair Kirsty Murrel-Mchlillan gays a lot
of work went on behind the 2cenez last yvear to develop the draft
madel, in a joint process involving the network, the miniztry and DHEB=.

Read more.

Network Conference 2011 - last chance for Early Bird
registrations

Onky a few days remain to take advantage of Early Bird registration
ratez for the Network’s 2011 conference in Wellington. The offer clozes
on January 31, 2o be in quick.

The theme of thiz year's conference iz “Family Matters: Supporting rural
general practice, rural communities, practitioners and their families"®.

The showcaze rural health event will be held from KMarch 17-20 at the
VWellington Convention Centre (Michael Fowler Centre).

The New Zealand Rural General Practice Network was formed in the
garhy 1580= by a group of GPs who were passionate about providing
quality healtthcare to rural communitiez and supporting rural GP= and
their familiez. The 2011 Conference revizitz theze core values.

For information on the programme, registration, exhibition stands,
zponzorzhip and =ocial events click here. Or contact Communicationz
and Memberzhip Manager Rob Olzen directhy on 04 4595 5887 or 021 82
2458

Peter Snow Memorial Award 2011

Nominationz are now open for the annual Peter Snow Memorial Award
to be announced at the Network's 2011 conference in Wellington,
KMarch 17-20.

The award wazs =&t up to honour the life and work of Dr Peter Snow
who pazzed away in March 2006. Dr Snow was a rural general
practitioner bazed in Tapanui.

For more information, nomination guidelines or to nominate 2omeone
pleaze click here.

GP leaves environment in good health too

Hundreds turned out for the recent funeral of Barrie Bayston as Otaki
remembered the life of itz long-gerving general practitioner. (Kapiti
Ob=erver)

Dr Bayston made a final journey through the streets of the town as his
caszket was carried between Raukawa Marag and All Saint's Church,
zsurrounded by family and friends.

Read more.

Skype video conferencing available

Are you a Skype user? Many of you may already be regular users of
Skype and already aware of itz benefitz. Now Skype iz offering group
video calling for uze at work or at home. For more information click
here.

Paramedic humbled by rare honour

Being able to help people in a time of need iz reward enough for
VWaimate man Grant Eames. (ODT)

S0 when Mr Eames (62} found out he was being awarded ong of the
highest honourz in 3t John, he was "blown away”™.

Read more.

SDHB blows rest home budget

The Southern Diztrict Health Board is trying to find out if big cuts to
home help services in Southland and Otago iz behind an even larger
budget blowout in rest home costz. (Southland Times)

Hundredz of unwel Southlanders lozt their entitlement to houzekeeping
gervices last yvear and those cuts were expected to continue.

Read more.

GP trial at Thames starts well

MNone of the patients fast tracked through Thames Hospital's emergency
department by a general practitioner, as part of a three-month pilot,
required a referral to emergency department specializstz.

The pilot began in Thames on January & where Thames Medical Centre
GP Steven Gunn treated 22 people. On January 15 Dr Brendon Aizh
zaw 16 people, replacing the Thames medical centre’s weekend clinics.

"GPz are zkilled in quickly azzezzing a patient's need and offering
appropriate treatment,” =aid Dr Aizh.

Patientz prezenting to the emergency department when the GP iz
prezent are first triaged by an ED nurze and if zuitable for the GP
gervice, are "fast tracked™ through this option.

"On both days no patientz offered fast tracked needed a referral to the
ED team. Thiz iz an indication of how well the initial ED triage sy=stem iz
working.”

People needing after-hours primary care services at weekends are
reminded to phone their GP surgery firzt before attending the ED. Their
call will be anzwered by a trained nurze who will be able to give them
advice on whether they need to go to the ED or if they can wait to =ee
their doctor on Monday. In emergencies people should continue to
phone 111.

The initiative iz a three-month pilet, funded by Waikato DHB, aimed at
reducing the after-hours demand on GP= and azzizt with the increazing
ED workload, particularhy ower gsummer.

MNational strategy for after-hours care urgently needed — NZMA

The increase in patients attending emergency departments (EDs) for
minor ailments, instead of visiting their general practice, highlights the
problem of access to after-hours primary care which the Government
muzt urgently addrezs, zays New Zealand Medical Azzociation (NZMA)
Chair Dr Peter Foley.

“In recent times it has become worze and the problem cannot be left for
gach DHB on itz own to resolve,” =ays Dr Foley.

Read more.

Meanwhile, NZWMA Chief Executive Officer Cameron Mcheer will retire
from the azzociation after 15 years in the role. Mr Mchver left an armmy
career in 15939 and went on to manage several national NGOzs. He was
appointed NZMA CEOQ in October 1995, Mr Mchver's formal date for
finizhing in the role iz mid-March 2011.

The NZMA iz now undertaking a recruitment proces=s to appoint a new
CEQ to thiz important and influential position.

Not a member? Join the
Hetwork!

The Metwork iz the only
nationwide memberzship-bazed
organization in New Zealand
reprezenting the interezts of
rural general practice.

Vigit our website for
additional information and an
online application form or
contact Rob Olzen on

04 495 5887.

Network on Twitter

“ou can follow the Netwark
and as=ociated rural health
sector news, views and
events on Twitter or sign up
and give ug your news and
views - just click on the Twitter
icon below or visit our website
WA, MO PN.Org.nz
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Rize in farm deaths

The number of people killed on
farm= in 2010 almozst doubled
compared with the previous
vear, and zerious accidentz
went up by 15 per cent. (RNZ)

Lazt year, 17 people were
killed working on farms,
compared to nine in 2009, and
312 were =eriously hurt. An
Otago University =enior
rezearcher of farm accidents,
Kirzten Lovelock, zayvs the rize
of dairy farming haz led to a
zhortage of labour which iz
being filled by workers from
OVEr2Eas.

She =zays those people don't
have experience working with
large numbers of animalz and
equipment like tractors and
quad bikes, which inevitabhy
leads to accidents.

Federated Farmerzs health and
zafety =pokesperzon Donald
Aubrey zays the statiztice are
dizappointing, though he zays
a campaign for =afer uze of
quad bike=z has had rezults,
with a 13 per cent reduction in
SETIOUS injuries.

Extra clinical support for
ambulance call centres

Health Minizter Tony Ryall
announced recenthy that
Emergency Ambulance Call
Centrez, which take 111 callz
are to get extra funding to
provide an advanced level of
zupport for over-the-phone
triage of emergency calls.

Read more.

Emergency caesarean after
midwife failure

A midwife haz been criticized
for her care of a 30-year-old
woman who ended up having
her first baby by emergency
caesdarean. (Stuff)

Health and Dizakbility
Commizzioner Anthony Hill
zaid, in a decizion izzued
recently, the midwife failed to
recognize and do the right thing
when her client became unwell
late in the pregnancy.

Read more.

That's ODD

=av Blanc =un =creen?

We all know Marlborough
gauvignon blanc iz good for
drinking, but putting # in
sUNsCcreen? (Stuff)

That'z just one of the
unexpected uses that
Marlborough company NZ
Extractz haz dizcovered in itz
quest to wring every last
health benefit out of the mighty
grape seed.

Read more.

Are you an enterprizing
rural woman?

Entriez are now open for the
Rural Women New Zealand
Enterprizing Rural Women
Award 2011,

The award ig being sponzored
by Telecom and Accezss
Homehealth Ltd, who weill both
be invohred in the judging.

Entriez cloze Friday, March 18,
2011 and the Award ceremony
will take place in Auckland in
May, when the North and
south lzland winners will find
out who will take away the
Supremes Award.

Further information and entry
formz can be found on the
Rural Women New Zealand
website or by calling (04) 473
o024,

WWWW. ruralwomen.org.nz
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