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Welcome to the New fealand Rural General Practice Hetwork
e-zine for 22 April 2010.

In this izsue « HNetwork Board resignation = 2011 conference
dates and venue confirmed = Benifits in bigger PHO and much
more...

Network Board resignation

it was with great regret that the Network's Executive Board accepted Dr
Andy Minett's rezignation - for perzsonal and profezzional reazons - at itz
April 19 meseting.

Dr Minett was re-elected to the Board at the March AGM in Chriztchurch azs
the Western Middle North lzland representative having previoushy held the
Eastern Middle Morth Izland role. Both the Eastern and Western Middle Morth
lzland =eatz on the Board are now vacant.

For information or to express interezt in either role, pleaze contact
Or David Wilkon 07 255 5811or email davidwilzon.mbmec@gmail.com or
communications manager Rob Olzen: 04 455 5387, 021 82 2462 or email

rob@rgpn.org.nz.

DOr Minett will =till lead the RES review on behalf of the Metwork.
Calling all spouses

The Metwork wants input from partners of rural general practitioners about
the content of the spouses’ programme at itz annual conference. We
welcome vour ideas, feedback or input into thiz important section of the
conference. deally we'd like =omeone to represent spouses on the
conference committes, which meets via telephoneg — monthly in the lead-up
to conference.

Pleaze contact communications manager Rob Olzen on 04 455 5887,
021 &2 2468 or email rob@rgpn.org.nz to register yvour interest.

Benefits in bigger PHD

Cheap prescription charges will be portable throughout the MidCentral
Health digtrict from July when the four primary healtth organizations are
planning to merge. (Manawatu Standard)

The groups are in the process of forming one mega-PHO for the district
combining the Manawatu, Tararua, Horowhenua and Otaki PHO=. Manawatu
PHO manager Micky Hart =aid the merger was a rezponse to the changed
environment, including a 350,000 cut to the management fees available for
the district's PHO=.

Read more
Palliative care lectures

With funding from Genesiz Oncology Trugt, Hospice New Zealand offers
free access to itz monthly Palliative Care Lectures. Thezse take place on the
firzt Thurzsday of every month from February — December from 7.30am-

8. 30am.

The lectures cover a range of topics and are delivered via teleconference
usualty with a power point presentation that the speaker takes paricipantz
through. The last 10-15 minutes of each zezzion are dedicated to questions,
giving you the opportunity raize anything specific with the speaker.

Pleaze click here to find out more, 2ee this vear's schedule of lecturez and
to register to access this opportunity.

Pandemic Influenza H1N1 2010 update

The overall level of influenza in New Zealand continues to be low, with
zome local variation. The number of people visiting a GP with influgnza-
like ilnezs continues to remain below bazeline levelz.

The number of people calling Healthling (0800 611 116} for advice
relating to influenza iz relatively =table. Primary care report there has
been strong demand for 2eazonal influenza vaccing, and immunization
ratez are higher than they were at thiz time last yvear.

(Scoop)
Fead more

For health information and advice, call Healthling 0200 611 116.
For latezt updates on Pandemic Influenza H1N1 2008 (zwine flu}, visit
hitpeananer. moh.govi.nz.

Follow uz on Twitter: hittp:itwitter.com/minhealthnz.

2011 conference dates and
venue confirmed

Wellington will hozt next year's
New Zealand Rural General
Practice Network conference.
The event will be staged in the
Wellington Convention Centre
from March 17 - 20.

Programme planning will begin
next month and registrations of
interezt or 2uggestions can be
made to rob@rgpn.org.nz

Membership workshop

NZRGPN KMemberzhip
committee members will meet in
Wellington on May 12 to
dizcuzss and plan Memberzhip
matters such as growth,
benefitz, reprezentation,
communication and advocacy,
amongzst other things.
Information-driven practice
visitz are alzo on the agenda.

If vou have any ideas or
zuggestions to enhance,
improve or add to Memberzhip
=ervices pleaze contact
communications manager Rob
Olzen on 04 495 5887, 021 82
2458, rob@rgpn.org.nz.

Your views and opinions
matter, 2o let us know your
thoughts.

Vihanau Ora report

The Whanau Ora Taskforce
Report, which =ets out options
for improving =ocial, education
and other support 2ervices for
familiez across New Zealand
haz been releazed.

Whanauw Ora Taskforce
Report (pdf, 319 Kb)

Pharmacy change at
Tokoroa Hospital

Waikato Hozpitalz pharmacy
zervices wil take over the
supply of medicines and
pharmacy service at Tokoroa
Ho=pital from Juby 1.

All pharmaceuticalz will come
from Waikato Hospital with a
technician and pharmacizst
providing and overseeing the
ZEMVICE.

(Scoop)
Read more

Not a member? Join the
Netwrork!

The Metwork iz the only
nationwide memberzhip-bazed
organization in New Zealand
representing the interestzs of
rural general practice.

Vizit our website for
additional information and an
online application form or
contact Rob Olzen on

04 455 5887.
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