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New skills enable Amanda to aid rural health shortfall

Tuatapere-based nurse and New Zealand Rural General Practice member Amanda McCracken is the latest in a growing number of her profession to attain Nurse Practitioner status.

After five years’ study Amanda gained approval from the New Zealand Nursing Council as a Nurse Practitioner with full prescribing rights.

The 42-year-old mother has worked as a nurse in western Southland for about 18 years, initially graduating as a Comprehensive Nurse in 1989 after studying at Southland Polytechnic (now the Southland Institute of Technology). 

Currently based at the Tuatapere Medical Centre, she intends to stay in the small town where she says her services are most needed.

After a stint travelling overseas she returned to Southland and worked at Otautau for about eight years and returned to Tuatapere last year.

 “In 2005 I decided that with big issues here with recruitment and retention of GPs, becoming a Nurse Practitioner was probably the best way I could provide my nursing services.”

She started studying to become a Nurse Practitioner in 2005, which included gaining a Masters qualification.
“There’s an awful lot of work that goes into it, about 2500 hours of study. But it has been absolutely worth it. I am delighted.”

“I knew where I wanted to be and what I wanted to do, so I worked hard to gain the Nurse Practitioner qualification.”

Originally from Nelson, Amanda and her family moved to Southland when she was four years old. The family initially lived in Tokanui in eastern Southland. Amanda relocated to western Southland shortly after graduating.
For more information contact Amanda McCracken on 027 711 2270 or 03 226 6123.
