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Focus of the Study to:

understand the professional identity (subject positions) and
practice of nursing in a rural context.

take a broader appreciation of identity and how identity is
‘acted out” within the context of ‘rural place’.

apply the theories of place,& identity from human geography
to attend to the context, social difference and interaction of
subjects, in this case, the practice of nursing in rural context.

apply the underpinning discourses such as, professionalism;
caring; partnership; consumerism; neoliberalism and
medicine to the related texts’ which influence the
construction of rural nurses and their practice.



Research Questions

To explore three questions, which include:

Q.1 What constitutes being a rural nurse, and where do rural
nurses work?

Q.2 How do rural nurses practice, and what is their
contribution to the rural health sector?

Q.3 How can rural nurses advance their practice and
contribution to the rural delivery of health care, leadership,
policy development, nurse education and research?
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Analysis Stage 1
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Analysis (Stage 3)

Analysis of the participant’s transcripts as texts, led to focusing on two main
categories:

Nursing Practice
Place

Two main documents relating to practice comprising strategies
highlighting sign systems have become evident from the analysis in stage
one, as the most influential discourses (dominant texts) within this
research and include:

Primary Health Care Strategy (2001);

Nursing Council of New Zealand Framework for post- registration nursing
education, (2001)

While

Literature related to discourses’ of place associated with rural culture; belonging
and community are being critiqued as to what strategies are employed to
reproduce beliefs through discourse, in relation to practice and place to reveal:



Rural Nurse
a Sense of...
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Analysis (Stage 3)
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Discourses Analysis (Stage 4)

Nurses constructed their practice highlighting five core components:

The dominant construction of nursing does not fit comfortably with their
practice

Their place in the rural community impacted on the nature of their
practice

The nature of rurality impacted on relationships

Their place in the multi-disciplinary team impacted on the nature of their
practice

The nurses regarded their practice as primary health care.



Example- current analysis

The participants texts suggest dominant constructions of nursing did not fit
comfortably with rural nurses' practice,

| have asked following questions of the participants’ texts to reveal discourses
which shape the construction of rural nursing:

a)what is the history of the influence of neo-liberalism, professionalism and
expert practice on nursing?

b) how are these discourses reproduced in practice?
c) how do these discourses govern what is regarded as nursing practice?
d) how do these discourses influence what it means to be a rural nurse?



Understanding place one stage further...
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Related to this research

r-Knowledge e Relationships
e Situated/contexts e Difference
e Landscape eFamily
e Locale/locatedness e Personal

#Sense of place ¢ Professional

*Naive
e Subjugated/low ranking
\. Rural
Communities
Identity
_ Performance
(" Subject
¢ Constructed *Discourses
*Nurse ¢ Competing discourses
¢ Practice *Marginal
e Professional in place eLocal
e Discursively constructed J L e Counter
L

copyright Jean Ross- proposed framework



Competing Discourses

(Knowledge « Relationships \
* Dominant * Misunderstood
* Difference
* Family
* Personal

* Professional

Rural
Communities

Identit
y Performance

(" Subject

 Constructed
* Practice

 Discourses
« Managerialism

 Professional * Professional

* Place * NCNZ/Education
* Medicine
* Colleagues
* Policy

J L

copyright Jean Ross- proposed framework



Relationship between nurse & place
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Relationship between nurse & place
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The construction of rural nurse-
in location
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The construction of rural nurse-
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The construction of rural nurse-
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The construction of rural nurses’
practice- in place

Yet to be analysed...



Conclusion

Rural nurses and their practice is constructed
within, landscape; location; locale; and sense
of place, competing and compatible
discourses in diverse rural communities.

Rural nurses have a sense of professional and

personal self in relation to self and other in
rural

place...



Thank You
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