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Brief History of Rural Doctors Movement

in Australia 

ÅQld Health Rural Scholarships 1944

ÅRural Doctors Association of Qld 1990

ÅNational Rural Health Alliance 1991

ÅNational Rural Faculty RACGP 1992

ÅRural Training Stream 1992
ïAdvanced Rural Skills Training ARSP

ïGrad Dip Rural >> FARGP

ÅAustralian College of Rural and Remote Medicine 
ACRRM 1996/97



Brief History of Rural Doctors Movement

in Australia - ACRRM

Åthe importance of rural and remote medicine as a 
broad but discreet form of general practice 

Åthe need for well-designed vocational training and 
continuing medical education for rural doctors

Åthe need to address the shortage of and                
remote doctors in Australia, by providing                  
them with a separate and distinctive                  
professional body



Brief History of Rural Doctors Movement

in Australia

ÅUniversity Departments of Rural Health UDRH 1997

ÅJohn Flynn Scholarship Program 1997

ÅJames Cook University School of Medicine 1999

ÅGeneral Practice Education and Training GPET 2000

ïRegional Training Providers 21 >>19 RTPs

ïRural Pathway 200 + $$

ïGeneral Pathway 250



Brief History of Rural Doctors Movement

in Australia

ÅRural Students Clubs ïRHINO at JCU

ÅRural Clinical Schools 2001 (14)

Å10 additional Medical Schools 

>> medical graduates x2

ÅFellowship of ACRRM accredited by AMC ïvocational 

recognition 2006/07



JCU School of Medicine

ÅVision óRural, Remote, Indigenous and 

Tropical Healthô 

ÅSelection to target rural NQ students

Å100% students do rural program



JCU School of Medicine
Top End
162,000 total 
population
38,000 Indigenous (23%) 

Northern Queensland
750,000 total 
population
55,000 Indigenous (7.5%) 

Kimberley &
Pilbara
83,000 total 
population
23,000 Indigenous (27%)

Tropical Australia
995,000 total population
Å116,000 Indigenous (12%)
Å27% of national Indigenous population 



JCU School of Medicine

ÅCurriculum clear rural focus

ÅStaff with rural backgrounds

ÅóRRITHô year 2 semester subject

ÅAttracting students with rural/international 

interest

ÅFlagship of rural medical education



Sites of JCU Australian Year 2 Rural Placements

2003 - 2008

Year 2 Rural Placement ï4 weeks

Immersion experience

Small rural Australia

Internationally

Year 4 Rural Term ï8 weeks

25% students at any time ïdefined 

locations

Year 6 Rural Internship ï8 weeks

Small rural hospitals NQ



JCU School of Medicine

JCU School of Medicine & Dentistry

Rural Internship Sites

Townsville

Darwin (NTCS)

Cairns

Mackay

Tablelands

Thursday Island

Innisfail

East Kimberley

Emerald

MoranbahLongreach

Mt Isa 
(MICRRH)

Proserpine

Charters Towers
Ayr
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Question: My pre-clinical exposure to rural medicine has been adequate

Australian Medical Studentsô Association 

Medical Education Survey 2007. 

Panacea. Vol. 42, No. 1. May 2008. p. 9.



The Tsunami

U Sydney

U Queensland

U Melbourne

U Adelaide

U Tasmania 

UNSW

U WA

Monash

Flinders

Newcastle



The Tsunami

U Sydney James Cook Uni 1999

U Queensland ANU (Canberra) 2003

U Melbourne Notre Dame Freemantle 2004

U Adelaide Bond (Gold Coast) 2004

U Tasmania Griffiths (South East Qld) 2004

UNSW U Western Sydney 2004

U WA Deakin (Geelong) 2007

Monash Wollongong 2007

Flinders Notre Dame Sydney 2007

Newcastle U New England 2007


